with the strides that are being made to place our banner on the highest pinnacle of fame.
We notice vast improvements in the last twenty-five years, in all branches of our profession. Dental The.student here finds plenty of opportunity to become quite an expert in this branch of dental science.
We pass now from operative to a few remarks 011 mechanical dentistry. It is here the student is afforded an opportunity to display his artistic skill as a mechanic. Here he is taught metallurgy in all its branches ; he is here informed where the different ores may be obtained, how they are removed from their hidden recesses in the rocks, the process of separating the ore from the debris, and the changes that take place while passing through the smelting process, afterwards the separating and refining and preparation for the market, one of the requirements of graduation being that the student must deposit a case on metal.
In the fulfillment of this requirement an active rivalry exists between the students with regard to the best skill displayed in said deposit.
Through the generosity of the faculty, this department is furnished with material free of charge, so that the student can spend the whole of that part of the course devoted to mechanical dentistry in familiarizing himself with the more difficult parts of this branch, which is under the supervision of a demonstrator who is always ready and willing to assist in any part the student may not understand.
But those who have taken one or more courses are soon convinced that the time allotted was not sufficient to digest all that the students are expected to comprehend, to say nothing of the time required for operative and mechanical dentistry.
For this reason, the faculty have seen fit to establish a spring and fall course in which the student may devote the entire time to actual practice, with the exception of one hour each day, at which time is delivered a lecture on some subject pertaining to the immediate wants of the students, thus affording facilities superior to the former mode of instruction. We will admit that all who graduate from our dental colleges are not of such material as we would like them to be, but to expect that all are equally qualified is to demand what no college can guarantee. Some will advance faster than others, stand a good examination, and make a poor showing in practice, while others will plod along, appear to be dull, and yet stand at the head of our profession, examples worthy of all imitation.
It is for the student to decide whether he will become a shining light or a stumbling-block in the way of those who seek for a higher and nobler aim.
Every practitioner of dentistry will draw to him the class of patients lie is qualified to operate upon, and it should be the ambition of every student who anticipates the practice of dentistry for his calling in life, to obtain the highest degree of proficiency that this country affords; and when he has completed his course and has received his reward in the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery, he may be enabled more confidently to enter the field with a better assurance of success than it would be possible for him to obtain from a private office.?Transactions of Illinois State Dental Society.
